
       March 31, 2013 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 When I lived in Italy, we often wished one another Buona Domenica – that is, 
“Have a good Sunday.” But on this day, we would say Buona Pasqua—that is, “Good 
Easter!” In fact, Easter is the Sunday of Sundays, the solemnity of solemnities, the last 
day of the Paschal Triduum and the first day of the Fifty Days of Eastertime. We 
celebrate the death, burial, and resurrection –the Passover of Christ. At baptism we 
became a sharer in Christ’s Passover. No matter what day we were baptized, Easter is 
the anniversary. 

 When I consider our celebration of Easter at All Saints Parish I see both a 
culmination and beginning. Just as Easter Sunday is the pivot that completes our 
Season of Lent and celebration of the Three Days, so too, does it launch our season of 
celebrating sacraments and milestones in life. I would like to take this opportunity to 
share with you some of these happenings in our parish. 

 Way back in January, All Saints offered for the first time the Financial Peace 
University by Dave Ramsey. The class had very good results and had great 
feedback. Participants in the class began with $283,900 in non-mortgage debt. Eight 
weeks later, they had paid off $25,302 of that debt (or nine percent) and saved $22,850 
more. The participants began with 54 credit cards, but cut up 44 during the class. At 
the same time, communication between spouses and getting on the same page was 
an important part of the process.  Here are a few quotes from the participants which 
suggest that we should offer FPU again: 

 FPU changed the way I think about and use money which changed how I think about 
everything. Loved that the class felt like community - we went through it together and helped each 
other.  

 

 This course covers any financial situation you find yourself in - and how to improve your 
financial assets in an organized way.  
 

 The class isn't just for people who are in debt or broke!  FPU is more about living a Christian Life 
in all we do, including finances. Very inspirational.   

 

 FPU helped my wife and I get a Biblical view on and practical steps for getting out of debt.  We 
are hopeful for the 1st time in years about our financial situation. 

 

 Every married couple should take this class. I wish we would have taken the class the first year we 
were married!  One of the best parts of the class was meeting with our classmates and 
understanding all the different struggles we've had with our finances. I will miss our time 
together. 

 When I look ahead to the months of April and May, our parish will be 
celebrating most all of the seven sacraments. Now that our five adults have 
completed their initiation into the Church at the Easter Vigil, and Lent is complete, 



we have a busy slate of weddings and infant baptisms. The spring is a joyful time to 
welcome new life and to ask God’s blessings as two lives are joined as one. 

 On Saturday, April 20, thirty-nine eighth graders who have been preparing 
since last summer will be confirmed by Bishop Blair at Rosary Cathedral. On the 
following Saturday, April 27, our second graders will have their retreat and celebrate 
the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time.  

 Also in April, but in Dayton, parishioner Matthew Frisbee, will be ordained a 
transitional deacon by Archbishop Dennis Schnurr from Cincinnati. Matthew is a 
seminarian for the Diocese of Toledo at the seminary in Cincinnati. He will be 
ordained along with three seminarians from the Archdiocese of Cincinnati and also 
one seminarian from St. Thomas in the Virgin Islands. Additionally, the Archdiocese 
of Cincinnati will also ordain several permanent deacons for their diocese. 

 We welcome Deacon Matt home to All Saints on Sunday, April 28. Our new 
deacon will assist for the first time at our 8:30 and 11:00 am Masses. Naturally, we 
will have an opportunity to offer our congratulations to him and celebrate the 
Sacrament of Holy Orders. Looking ahead, Matthew’s ordination to the priesthood is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 31, 2014 at Rosary Cathedral. 

 In May, our First Communicants and their families will rejoice in the Eucharist 
at a special 1:00 p.m. Mass on Sunday, May 5.  

 This year, Bishop Blair is offering a special opportunity for those adults, who 
for whatever reason have been baptized and raised Catholic, but have never been 
confirmed, to celebrate the sacrament at the cathedral on Pentecost Sunday, May 19. 
If you are interested in learning more about this, please contact me or leave word at 
the Parish Office no later than Monday, April 14. How nice if many from our parish 
can receive the grace of the Holy Spirit through this beautiful sacrament!  

 Finally, on that same Sunday, May 19, back at our parish we will celebrate with 
our high school graduates. This annual Mass is an awesome opportunity to reconnect 
those friendships as our young people make plans for what lies ahead in their future. 
Details about signing up for this special Mass and luncheon are in today’s bulletin.      

    Finally, on this Easter Sunday I want to thank the staff, parishioners, and 
benefactors of All Saints who have given so generously and in so many varied ways 
for the good of our parish. From the countless volunteer hours offered for our 
various ministries and events—especially at Eastertime—to the regular weekly 
celebrations, you are the living stones of our church. In particular, I want to thank all 
who have taken part in the “In Gratitude for God’s Blessings” campaign. As you can 
see from the report in the bulletin, we are making significant progress! New pledges 
continue to come in and indeed, each pledge is a blessing for our parish. 

       Sincerely in Christ,  


